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Connecticut Shooting!
By Kalyn Thomas

Friday, December 14, twenty young school children and 
six adults were gunned down at Sandy Hook Elementary in 
Newtown, Connecticut.  Some of the victims of the shooting 
were  Rachel  D'avino,  Olivia  Engel,  Dylan  Hockley,  Jesse 
Lewis, Grace Mcdonnell and Anne Marie Murphy. The school 
had just installed a new security system, but the shooter was 
able to force his way in anyway. The people of the school and 
town were very shocked that this happened to their school!

I  interviewed  Mr.  Warren  about  his  thoughts  on  the 
shooting  in  Connecticut.  He thinks it's  unfortunate  that  this 
would happen to the school, and he feels really bad about it. 
He  said  this  is  probably  the  worst  shooting  we have  ever 
seen. Also, he said it's troubling that more and more violent 
stuff is happening, and we all need to keep our eyes and ears 
open for anything or anyone unusual. He's concerned that we 
have very little time to prepare or react to this kind of thing, 
and  we can't stop or fix this problem. 1 
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The 21st Century After-School Program

The 21st Century After-School Program is a great place 
where you can come have fun and get your homework 
done. The clubs include Movies, Photography, 
Newspaper, Drama, Board Games, Fitness, Cooking, 
Baking, MythBusters, Drama, and Homework Help.

 
The purpose of the 21st Century After-School Program 
is to teach students things that will help them in 
everyday life. They will also learn how to work with 
others. Sessions run every six weeks, but students are 
welcome to join at any time! 

                 
                          Written By: Taylor Searles 
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                 Band-Choir Holiday Concert
By Hunter Hess

Tuesday, December 11th , 2012, was the Band and Choir 
Holiday Concert. The Jazz Band kicked it off with “Rock On 
Merry Gents” and “Deckin' The Halls”. The Choir then took 
over with “Jingle Those Bells”,“South Of The Border”(with 
dancers), and the classic “Frosty The Snowman”. Then the 
the Generals Groove came out with a great “Come Follow 
That Star” and “Super Santa”. The 6th Grade Band followed it 
up with  “1st Holiday Concert”, “North  Pole Sleigh Ride” 
and “Wassil March”. The Choir and Generals Groove sang a 
few more, and the 7th& 8th Grade Band had an outstanding 
performance. They played “Winter Wonderland”, “Silent 
Night And All That Jazz” and “Jingle Bells And Jungle 
Drums”. At the end, all SMS music students gathered and 
sang “Home” in memory of Mrs. Ridenour. Everyone did an 
amazing job. Special Thanks To: Mr. Otte, Mrs. Ballantine, 
Mr. Perkins, Mr. Warren, Mr. Harshbarger, Mr. Helser, and 
the custodial staff. And everyone who came!!! It was an 
amazing turnout! Thank You!!
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 Hanf Walks Again 
By Sam Callahan

On October 8th, 2012, Zach Hanf, a cross-country 
runner for Sheridan High School, was in a car crash. 
Hanf was headed south on 13 when his car drifted to the 
center of the road and hit an oncoming truck, according 
to Ohio Highway Patrol. In the crash, Zach lost his left 
leg.

On January 9th, Hanf received his artificial leg and 
literally walked within minutes of getting it. Hanf said 
this about his future running, “It's like you know you're 
not going to be able to do it anymore... I know it'll never 
be the same quality as before. You just have to accept 
that, but I plan on trying to (run) again.”



Are Twinkies Gone .....Or Not?
By Andrew Payne

 It has felt like the end of the world since 
Hostess announced that it was never going to 
make Twinkies again. Remember, Hostess has 
been in business for 82 years!  It's been very 
hard on people to see it go. We expect to be able 
to pick up a King Don or a Cupcake anytime, 
anywhere. 

The price of Twinkies has gone up a lot in 
the last couple of months. Available Twinkies 
are being sold everywhere you look for as much 
as 80 dollars. That's just crazy!

But don't worry too much about missing 
your Twinkies. Someone will buy Hostess 
Company and start making those delicious 
treats again. 

5 
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Flu

By Kim Oravec
Influenza, or the flu, is a viral infection of the respiratory passage that causes 

fever and aching.
This year's flu season came early in September. The flu usually starts in January 

or February.  This year's flu has had the most cases that the Centers for Disease Control 
has seen in a decade. 

Symptoms of the flu are difficulty breathing, pain in the chest, can't keep fluids 
down because of nausea and vomiting, fever, and a cough that gets better and then it 
worsens.

Prevention of the flu is to get a vaccine and to wash your hands with soap for 15 
seconds.

Reopening of  Aurora Theater
by Kim Oravec

 Last summer, James Holmes killed 12 people and injured 58 at a 
Colorado theater. Last month, an e-mail was sent out to all of  the families of  
the deceased, the injured, and the first responders. This e-mail said that 
Cinemark USA would hold a special memorial the night before its reopening. 
This memorial would be to remember all the people who were injured or 
killed. A movie would be shown after the gathering at the remodeled theater. 
The theater is scheduled to reopen January 18.

Most of  the families thought the invite to the reopening of  the theater 
was disgusting. Some families are boycotting the reopening of  the theater 
because they feel Cinemark just wants publicity. What do you think? Would 
you want to return to the Cinemark where your loved one was killed?
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History of Valentine's Day
By Hunter Hess and Andrew Payne

Valentine's Day did not start out with candy and cards. It was 
first created in 498 A.D. when Pope Gelasius made St. Valentine's 
Day a holiday. Every year there was a feast to honor Saint Valentine. 

The story of the holiday becoming the “Day of Love” started in 
a prison cell. Legend says Valentine fell in love with the jailor's 
daughter. Before his death he wrote a note to her and signed it 
“From your Valentine”. At first, Christians were not very happy 
about this day becoming a holiday about love. They thought it was 
in honor of a saint, not love. Eventually they accepted it, and 
throughout the 17th and 18th century the popularity grew 
tremendously. 

The first Valentine's Day card wasn't made until 1840. Before 
that, people gave small tokens of love. Now, February is the month 
of romance, and Valentine's Day is celebrated all around the world. 
Now you know Valentine's Day has history behind it.          
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A Sneak Peek at the Valentine's Dance
By Hunter Hess

This year, the theme for the Valentine's dance will be "Candyland". 
Throughout the gym, there will be decorations just like the board 
game.  It will include characters such as Mr. Mint and King Candy. 
The eighth grade skit for this year will be a dance-off.  A boy and a 
girl will be elected from each eighth grade home base.  Pop and 
candy will be sold for 75 cents each.   

The dance will be sponsored by our school's student council.  We 
will have the Heart Breaker DJ with his humongous projector 
screens.  The dance set up will be on Thursday, February 7th, right 
after school until 9:00pm.  Dance tickets can be purchased at lunch 
on February 7th and 8th.  The dance will be Friday, February 8th, 
after school until 5:00pm.   Don't miss the fun!!!       
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Movie Review: Lincoln By Hunter Hess     

Right now in theaters, there is a good movie about Abraham 
Lincoln. He was the 16th president of the United States of America. 
The movie includes scenes about the battles of the Civil War, the 
cabinet meetings, and his family. The movie went into depth about 
the 13th amendment. This was the amendment for freedom of 
everyone and the end of slavery in the U.S.A. There are many of 
Lincoln's amazing speeches. It's a very good movie. If you like 
history, you will love this movie!

 Book Review: Ashfall by Mike Mullin
Do you like books about kids your age trying to 
survive against all odds? If you do, you should 
read Ashfall. A super-volcano in Yellowstone 
National Park erupts with such ferocity that 

people all over the United States are affected. 
The ash fall from the volcano covers everything! 

Houses collapse, plants and animals die, the sun is hidden 
and temperatures drop to freezing. People have to fight the 
weather and each other to find food and shelter. The two 
main characters, Alex and Darla, meet due to this need to 
live on. These teenagers help each other cross the country 
to find family who will take them in. But finding family 
doesn't guarantee survival because everyone is hungry. 
There are three books in this series about the horrors two 
kids must face just to exist.
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 What's For Lunch?
By:Andrew Payne

8TH  Grade Multimedia Class surveyed 
103  6th, 7th, and 8th graders. These are 
the results.  

  



How Can We Improve Our Learning Environment? 
by Tim Huber

Here are a few ideas of how the SHERIDAN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
learning environment can be improved ... 

-School board should improve and better enforce our bullying 
policy.
-Have better technology.
-Give less tests and more time to go over stuff.
-More community involvement - guest speakers in classrooms.
-Improve technology to increase student knowledge.
-Let us chew gum.
-Longer recess.
-Have bottom lockers for 8th grade.
-Shorter classes.
-Let us go to our friends' lockers between periods.  
-Students need to be more disciplined and know that this is their 
future that's at stake. 
-Have less home work all the time.
-More respect from teachers and the principal. More freedom. I feel 
like a prisoner in a jail sometimes.
-More homework passes.
-Less homework.
-Let us have our cell phone in class.
-More snow days.
-Lunch in the courtyard when it's summer. Make it beautiful.

The responses above are from the students and staff of SHERIDAN 
MIDDLE SCHOOL. 
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Duct Tape 

There are many different kinds of duct tape. 
You can make almost anything out of duct 
tape... except maybe spaceships. Duct tape is 
strong enough to pull cars out of ditches. Duct 
tape is also used by NASA engineers. Soldiers 

tape their jeeps, guns and planes together with 
duct tape. If you're having trouble with warts, 
then grab a roll of duct tape. Duct tape is water 
proof. You can even make a boat out of duct 
tape. A lot of people use duct tape for a lot of 
reasons, and you can get duct tape almost 
anywhere.  By:kendal westenbarger 
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Mastiffs
By : Heath Knight

      Mastiffs are the LARGEST dog in the world. They are easy to 
train to do stuff. The bad thing about mastiffs is they only live for 8 
to 10 years.  Mastiffs need a lot of food and water. Mastiffs can 
grow pretty fast and their weight can be up to 240lbs. Also, they 
need a nice, big area to play around with. A mastiff is a big lover. 
Mastiffs are not very active; sometimes they will be really active, 
but this happens rarely. Mastiffs are most like rottweilers, but 
bigger. 



14 
HOROSCOPES

by Tim Huber

LEO
hop on one leg once

  

TAURUS
talk weird to your friends

SCORPIO
turn in all papers

GEMINI
say hi to everyone you meet

VIRGO
read a book

LIBRA
sing national anthem

CANCER
watch a movie

SAGITTARIUS
learn something new

CAPRICORN
play a game at home

AQUARIUS
watch PSY GANGNAM style video at home

PISCES
get an A on a test

ARIES
write a story
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Guess the Teacher!
By Kalyn Thomas

This teacher's favorite color is blue. His/Her favorite animal is a dog or a cat. 
English is his/her favorite subject, and this teacher likes Italian or hot and 
spicy food. This teacher has one kid and wears a size 7.5 shoe.

This teacher's favorite color is purple. His/Her favorite food is cheesecake, 
and this teacher likes dogs. He/She has two kids and a shoe size 7.

This teacher's favorite color is green. The bear is this teacher's favorite 
animal! His/her favorite food is chicken wings. He/she has two kids and 
wears a size 10 shoe.

This teacher's favorite color is also green. His/her favorite animal is the 
monkey. Pasta is this teacher's favorite food. He/she has two kids and his/her 
shoe size is a size 9.

Answers In Next Issue!

Our Staff


